BET 

this time, when they are delivered into God’s own poffeffion, 
ceremonies fit to betoken fuch intents, and to accompany fuch 
a , < ^ lo ^ s ’ he ufual. Hooker , b. v. § 12; 

2. 10 forefhew ; to prefignify. 

The kindling azure, and the mountain’s brow. 

Illum’d with fluid gold, his near approach 
Betoken glad. Thmfon’s Summer, l. 8o. 

Be tony. n.f. [betonica, Lat.] A plant. 

1 he leaves are green, rough, and crcnated on the edges: the 
flowers are difpofed in a fpike ; the upper creft of the flowet is 
advanced, and divided into two fegments; the beard, or lower 
part ot the flower, is divided into three, and the middle feg- 
ment is bifid ; each flower is, for the mod part, fuccecdcd by 
four naked feeds. The fpecies are, i. Common or wood be- 
tony. Betony, with a white flower. 3. Greater Danifh betony. 
The firft is very common in woods and fhady places, and is 
greatly efteemed as a vulnerary herb. Millar. 

Beto'ok. [irreg. pret. from betake ; which fee.] 

IoBeto'ss. v. a. [Irom/a/r.j To difturb; to agitate; to put 
into violent motion. 

^Vhat faid my man, when my betoffid foul 
Did not attend him as we rode ? Sbakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 
To BET RA'Y. v.a. [ trabir , Kr.J 

1 . 1 o give into the hands of enemies by treachery, or breach of 
truft. 

If ye be come to betray me to mine enemies, ft-eing there is 
no wrong in mine hands, the God of our fathers look thereon, 
and rebuke it. 1 Chron. xii. 17. 

Jefus faid unto them, the Son of man fhall be betrayed into 
the hands of men. Matt. xvii. 22. 

For fear is nothing clfcbut a betraying of the fuccours which 
reafon ofFereth. IVifdom, xvii. 1 2. 

He was not to be won, cither by promife or reward, to be- 
tray the city. Knolles’s Hijlory of the Turks. 

2. I o difeover that which has been entrufted to fecrecv. 

3. T o make known fomething that were better concealed. 

Be fwift to hear, but be cautious of your tongue, left you 
betray your ignorance. JVatts's Improvement of the Mind. 

4. To make liable to fall into fomething inconvenient. 

His abilities created in him great confidence ; and this was 
like enough to betray him to great errours, and many enemies. 

King Charles. 

The bright genius is ready to be fo forward, as often betrays 
ltfclf into great errours in judgment. Waits. 

5. To Ihow; to difeover; in a neutral fenfe. 

The Veian and the Gabian tow’rs fhall fall, 

And one promifeuous ruin cover all ; 

Nor, after length of years, a Hone betray 
The place where once the very ruins lay. Addifon on Italy. 
BetRa'yer. n.f. [from betray.] He that betrays ; a traitor. 
The wife man doth fo fay of fear, that it is a betrayer of the 
forces of reafonable underftanding. Hooker , b. v. § 3. 

You caft down your courage through fear, the betrayer of 
all fuccours which reafon can afford. Sir J. Hayward. 

They are only a few betrayers of their country ; they are to 
purchafe coin, perhaps, at half price, and vend it among us to 
the ruin of the publick. Swift. 

To Betri'm. v. a. [from trim.] To deck; todrefs; to grace; 
to adorn ; to cmbellifli ; to beautify ; to decorate. 

Thy banks with pionied and tulip’d brims. 

Which fpungy April at thy heft betrims , 

T o make cold nymphs chafte crowns. Shakefp. Tempeji. 
To Bhtro'th. v.a. [from troth-, betrowen, Dutch.] 

1. 'To contract to any one, in order to marriage ; to affiance. 

He, in the firft flower of my frefheft age. 

Betrothed me unto the only heir 

Of a moft mighty king, moil rich and fage. Fairy Q. b. i. 
To her, my lord. 

Was I betrothed ', ere I Hermia faw. Shakefp. Midfum. N. Dr. 
By foul’s publick promife fhc 

Was fold then, and betroth'd to Victory. Cowley's Davideis. 

2. To unite any one to another by promife of marriage. 

And what man is there that hath betrothed a wife, and hath 
not taken her ? let him go and return unto his houfe. 

Dent. xx. 7. 

3. To nominate to a bifhoprick, in order to confecration. 

If any perfon be confecrated a bifhopto that church, wherc- 
unto he was not before betrothed, he fhall not receive the habit 
of confecration, as not being canonically promoted. Aylijfe. 
To Betru'st. v. a. [from truft.] To entruft ; to put into the 
power of another, in confidence of fidelity. 

Bctrujl him with all the good, which our own capacity will 
allow us, or his fufficicncy encourage us to hope for, cither in 
this life, or that to come. Grew's Cofmologia Sacra, b. iii. c. 5. 

Whatfoever you would bctrujl to your memory, let it be 
difpofed in a proper method. JVatts’s Improvement of the Mind. 
BETTER, adj. T\\o comparative of good, [ber, good, berepa, better. 
Sax.] Having good qualities in a greater degree than fome- 
thing elfe. See GOOD. 

He has a horfe better than the Neapolitan’s ; a better bad 
habit of frowning titan the count Palatine. 

Shakejp. Merchant of Venice. 


BET 

I have feen better faces in my time. 

Than ftnnd on any fhouldcrs that I fee 

Before me at this infant. Shakefp. King Tear 

Having a defire to depart; and be with Chrilf ; which is i C 
belter. p ,.. . *•“ 

The Better. 1 ‘ *' 2 L 

1. The fuperiority ; the advantage; with the particle of before 
him, or that, over which the advantage is gained. 

■ he Corinthians that morning, as die days before, had the 
better. Sidney, b. ii. 

I he voyage of Drake and Hawkins was unfortunate; yer 
in fuch fort, as doth not break our prefeription, to have had 
the better of the Spaniards. Bacon's War with Spain 

Dionyfius, his countryman, in an epiftle to Pompey, after 
an cxprels comparifon, affords him the better cf Thucydides. 

Brown’s Vulgar Errours, b. j. c . 8. 

You think fit 

T o get the better of me, and you fhall ; 

Since you will have it fo— I will be yours. Southern/. 
The gentleman had always fo much th : better of the fatyriftj 
that the perfons touched did not know where to fix their rc- 
fentment. Prior, Preface to his Poems. 

2. Improvement ; as, for the better, fo as to improve it 

If I have altered him any where for the better, I muft at the 
fame time acknowledge, that I could have done nothing with- 
out him. Dryden’s Fab. Preface. 

Be'tter. adv. [comparative of well.] Well, in a greater degree. 
Then it was better with me than now. Hof. vii. 

Better a mechanick rule were ftretchcd or broken, than a 
great beauty were omitted. Dryd. Virg. Dedication. 

The better to underftand the extent of our knowledge, one 
thing is to be obferved. ~ Locke. 

He that would know the idea of infinity, cannot do letter, 
than by confidering to what infinity is attributed. Lockc. 
To Be'tter. v.a. [from the noun ] 

1. To improve; to meliorate. 

The very caufe of his taking upon him our nature, was to 
better the quality, and to advance the condition thereof. 

Hooker , b. viii. § 54.. 
He is furnifhed with my opinion, which is bettered with his 
own learning. Shakefp. Merchant of Venue. 

Heir to all his lands and goods. 

Which I have better’d, rather than decreas’d. 

Shakefp Taming of the Shrew. 

But Jonathan, to whom both hearts were known. 

With well-tim’d zeal, and with an artful care, 

Reftor’d, and better’d foon, the nice affair. Cowley s David. 
The church of England, the pureft and heft reformed 
chutch in the world; fo well reformed, that it will be found 
eaficr to alter than to better its conftitution. South. 

The Romans took pains to hew out a paflage for thefe lakes, 
to difeharge themfelves, for the bettering of the air. AdFjm. 

2. To furpafs; to exceed. 

The works of nature do always aim at that which cannot 
be bettered. Hooker, b. i. § 

He hath born himfelf beyond the promile of his age ; he 
hath, indeed, better bettered expectation, than you muft expeift 
of me to tell you. Shakefp. Much ado about Nothing. 

What you do 

Still betters what is done ; when you (peak fwcct, 

I’d have you do it ever. Shakefp. Uinta*. s Tale. 

3. To advance. 

The king thought his honour would fuffer, during a treaty, 
to better a party. Bacon s Henry V II. 

Be'tter. n.f. [from the adjective.] Superiour in good- 
nefs. 

Their betters would be hardly found, if they did not live 2- 
mong men, but in a wildernefs by themfelves. Hooker, b. i. 

The courtefy of nations allows you my better, in that you 
are the firft-born. Shakefp. As you like it. 

That ye thus hofpitably live. 

Is mighty grateful to your betters. 

And makes e’en gods themfelves your debtors. Prior. 

I have fonie gold and filver by me, and fhall be able to make 
a {hi ft, when many of my betters are ftarving. Swift- 

Bf.'ttor. n.f [from to bet.] One that lays betts or wa- 

I obferved a ftranger among them, of a gcnteeler behaviour 
than ordinary ; but notwithftanding he was a very fair bettor, 
nobody would take him up. Addifon. Spectator, N' J 1 

Be'tty. n.f [probably a cant word, without etymology.] An 
inftrument to break open doors. _ 

Record the ftratagems, the arduous exploits, and the noctur- 
nal fcaladcs of needy heroes, deferibing the powerful 
the artful picklock. Arbuthnofs Hifory off- «"* 

Betwe'en. prep. [ bevpeonan, berpinan, Saxon; from die ori- 
ginal word tpa, two. J 
i . In the intermediate fpace. 

What modes 

Of fmell the headlong lionefs between. 

And hound fugacious on the tainted green ? 


Pipe. 


X 


2, From 



B E W 

2. From one to another; noting intcrcdurfo. _ 

He {hould think himfelf unhappy, if things mould go fo Li 
tween them, as he fhould not be able to acquit himfelf of m- 

p gratitude towards them both. Bacon s Henry V I - 

2. "Belonging to two in partnerfhip. 

I afk, whether Caftor and Pollux, with only one foul between 
them, which thinks and perceives in one what the other is 
never confeious of, are not two diflinct perfons ? Locke. 

а. Bearing relation to two. 

If there be any difeord or fuits between them arid any of the 
family, they arc compounded and appeafed. Bacon s Atlantis. 

Fricndlhip requires, that it be between two at leaft; and there 
can be no friendlhip where there are not two friends. South. 

5. In feparation, or diftimftion of one from the other. 

3 ’ Their natural conftitutions put fo wide a difference between 
fome men, that art would never niafter. Locke. 

Children quickly diftinguifti between what is required of 
them, and what not. Locke. 

б. Between is properly ufed of two, and among of more ; but per- 
haps this accuracy is not always preferved. 

Betvvi'xt. prep, [betpyx, Saxon. It has the fame fignification 
with between, and is indifferently ufed for it.] 

1. In the midft of two; 

Hard by, a cottage chimney fmokes, 

From betwixt two aged oaks. Milton. 

Mcthinks, like two black ftorms on either hand. 

Our Spanifh army and your Indians ftand ; 

This only place betwixt the clouds is clear. Dryd. Ind. Emp. 

If contradicting interefts could be mixt. 

Nature herfelf has caft a bar betwixt. Dryden’s Aurengzebe. 

2 . From one to another. 

Five years fincc there was fome fpeech of marriage 
Betwixt myfelf and her. Shakefp. Meafure for Meafurc. 

Be'vel. \n. J. In mafonry and joinery, a kind of fquare, one 

Be'vil. J leg of which is frequently crooked, according to the 
fweep of an arch or vault. It is moveable on a point or cen- 
tre, and fo may be fet to any angle. An angle that is not 
fquare, is called a bevil angle , whether it be more obture, or 
more acute, than a right angle. Builder's DILI. 

Their houfes are very iil built, their walls bevil, without one 
right angle in any apartment. Swift's Gulliver’s Travels. 

To Be vel. v. a. [from the noun.] To cut to a bevel angle. 
Thefe rabbets are ground fquare ; but the rabbets on the 
groundfel are bevelled downwards, that rain may the freelier 
fall oft. Moxon’s Mechanical Excrcifes. 

Be'ver. See Beaver. 

Be'verage. n.f. [from beverc, to drink, Ital.] 

1. Drink ; liquour to be drank in general. 

I am his cupbearer ; 

If from me he have wholefome beverage. 

Account me not your fervant. Shakefp. Winter’s Title. 

Grains, pulfes, and all forts of fruits, either bread or beverage , 
may be made almoft of ail. Brown’s Vulgar Errours , b. iii. 

A plcafant beverage he prepar’d before, 

Of wine and honey mix’d. Dryden’s Fables. 

The coarfe lean gravel on the mountain fides. 

Scarce dewy bev’rage for the bees provides. Dryden’s Virgil. 

2. Beverage, or water cyder, is made by putting the mure into a 
fat, adding water, as you deftre it ftronger or fmalier. The 
water fhould ftand forty eight hours on it, before you prefs it ; 
when it is preffed, turn it up immediately. Mortimer’s Hush. 

3. A treat upon wearing a new fuit of cloaths. 

4. A treat at firft coming into a prifon, called alfo oarniih 

Be'vy. n.f. [leva, Ital.] 5 J ' 

1. A flock of birds. 

2. A company ; an affcmbly. 

And in the midft thereof, upon the floor, 

A lovely bevy of fair ladies fat. 

Courted of many a jolly paramour. Fairy Queen, b. ii. c. ix. 

They on the plain 

Long had not walk’d, when, from the tents, behold 
A bevy of fair women. Milton’s Paradife Lojl, b. xi. /. 582. 

Nor rode the nymph alone. 

Around a Levy of bright damfels fhone. Pope's Odyffey. 

To Bewa il. v. a. [from wail.] To bem ‘ " ' 

cxprels forroW for. 


bemoan ; to lament ; to 


In this city he 

Hath widow’d and unchilded many a one. 

Winch to this hour bewail the injury. Shakefp. Coriolcmus. 
_ Thy ambition, 

1 hou fcarlct fin, robb’d this bewailing land 
Uf nobJc Buckingham, my father in law. Shakefp. IL VIII 
Yet wifer Ennius gave command to all 
His friends, not to bewail his funeral. Sir 7 

and rT'°v bUt \ CWaU ’ aS ‘ n thcir firft Principles, the mifcrics 
nd calam.ties of our children. Addifon. Spectator, N A - 

To Bewa're. *.». [from be and Ware, or wL- that is ell’ 

wTr Y 1U n, m 3n °< treatife ’ 1 haVe f ° U,rJ ’ bc >' c luar <- See 

nLalK ? aUt ;° n; to l,e fufpicious of danger from • ge- 
tion. y PdrUC C ° f S0CS bclorc ti,c thi »S which excites cau- 


•BEY 


2. 


You muft beware of drawing or painting clouds, 
thunder, towards the bottom of your piece Dry^Vufref 
Every one ought to be very carelul to beware vuia ^ ^ 

mits for a principle. 

Warn’d by the fylph, 0I1, pious maid, beware. 

This to difclofe is all thy guardian can ; . 

Beivarc of all, but moft beware of man. Pope's Rape of toe L. 
It is obfervable, that it is only ufed in fuch forms of fpeech as 
admit the word be : thus wc fay, he may beware, let him beware, 
he will beware ; but not, he did brwarc, or he has been ware. 
To Bewe'ep. v. a. [from weep.] To weep over or upon ; to 
bedew with tears. 

Old forid eyes, 

Beweep this caufe again ; I’ll pluck ye out. 

And caft you, with the waters that you lofe, 

I’o temper clay. Sbakefp. King Lear . 

Larded all with fweet flowers; 

"Which bewept to the grave did go, • 

With true love Ihowcrs. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

To Be we t. v.a. [from wet.] To wet; to aioiftcn ; to be- 
dew ; to water. 

His napkin; with his true tears all bevoet. 

Can do no fervice on her forrowfui cheeks. 

Shakefp. TitUs Andronicus. 
To Bewi'ldfe.u r. [from wild.] To lofe in pathlefs places ; 
to confound for want of a plain road ; to perplex ; to entafigle ; 
to puzzle. 

Wc parted thus ; I homeward fped my way. 

Bewilder'd in the wood till dawn of day. Dryden’s Fables. 

We no folution of our queftion find ; 

Your words bewilder, not direct the mind. Blackmore. 

Our underftanding traces ’em in vain. 

Loft and bewilder'd in the fruitlcfs fcarch. Addifon' s Cato. 

It is good fometimes to lofe and bnuilder ourfdves in fuch 1 
ftudies. JVatts's Improvement of the Mind. 

To Bewi'tch. v. a. [from witch.] 

1. To injure by witchcraft, or fafeination, or charms. 

Look how I am bewitch’d-, behold, mine arm 
Is like a blafted fapling wither’d up. Shakefp. Richard HI. 
I have forfworn his company hourly this twenty year, and 
yet I am bewitched with the rogue’s company. If the rafeal 
has not given me medicines to make me love him. I’ll be 
hangd. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

My flocks are free from love, yet look fo thin ; 

What magick has bewitch’d the woolly dams, 

And what ill eyes beheld the tender lambs ? Dryden’s Virgil. 

2. To charm ; to pleafe to fuch a degree, as to take awav the 
power of refiftanee. 

Doth even beauty beautify. 

And moft bewitch the wretched eye. Sidney, b. ii. 

The charms of poetry our fouls bewitch-. 

The curfc of writing is an cndlefs itch. Dryden’s Juvenal. 
I do not know, by the character that is given of her works, 
whether it is not for the benefit of mankind that thev were 
loft ; they were filled with fuch bewitching tendernefs and rap- 
ture, thar it might have been dangerous to have given them a 
reading. Addifon. Spectator, N n 222. 

BEWi'TcnERY. n.f [from b witch.] Fafeination ; charm ; re- 
iutlcfs prevalence.’ 

1 here is a certain bnvitchery , or fafeination in words, which 
makes them operate with a force beyond what we can give an 
account of. b 0 . 

t > / couth ' 

B£ charmfo HMENT ' ”' f ' V tombewi,ch l fafeination ; power of 

I will counterfeit the bewitchment of fome popular man, and 

To 6 BEWRA'Y f ' ,1 . ly “ ?' <Mre ', s ' Sbahfp. CW,W. 

loiitWRAY. v.a. [ppejan, beppejan, Saxon.] 

1. 1 o betray ; to difoover perfidioufly. 

Fair feeling words he wifely ’g an difplay, 

And, for her humour fitting purpofe, fain' 

1 o tempt the caufe itfclf for to bewray. Fairy Queen b \ 

2. I o ; to make vifible : this word is now little in ufe.’ 

01 inPhil “ i ' a ' s ch “ fcs 

* Icn d ,° ^crimes bewray that by deeds, which to confeft 
they are hardly drawn. Heoi ^ b -T* 

wer Xt r, ° n him that fcems for counfel fit, ^ 

P „? ofc blocks bewray his ftore of days. Fairfax bill 
B “ R - * [from bewray.] Bctra/cr; difeo^rf £ 

ere!' 1 1” 3 frie , n . dis . tu , r . ncd !nto an enemy, and a bewrayer of fe- 
Sffticnd W “' J “ J ““ “ uu S h “ perfidioufnejs of 

feow .„ f . 

1. iJetore ; at a diftance not yet reached. 

What’s fame? afimcy’dlife in others breath 
A thing beyond us, ev’n before our death 


Juft whar you hear, you have. 
2. On the farther fide of. 


Pope’s Effay on Man. 


Now 
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